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THE MAN

"FALKLAND'S place in the politics of the seventeenth
JL century is unique, In popular estimation he scarcely
ranks with Stratford or Pym, with Hampden or Cromwell.
But to the philosophical historian the career of Falkland
presents problems of exceptional interest and importance,
while every student of humanity must rejoice in the reve-
lation of a character which combined in no ordinary degree
the intellectual luxuriance of the Greek and the moral
austerity of the Puritan. A man of culture surrounded
by narrow-minded fanaticism; a lover of truth beset by
bigots; a farseeing statesman reduced to despair by party
spirit, Falkland, distracted by the difficulties of the present,
has a special claim upon the future.

The period in which he lived lacked neither great issues
nor great men, and some preliminary attempt must be made
to disentangle the issues and to explain Falkland's relation
thereto.

The problems bequeathed by the sixteenth century to
the seventeenth were at once supremely significant andn of the task did not
